
 

 

Where are the families? 
  
 Many of you have noticed that the FPLCV Interfaith Hospitality Network has had no 
families since the end of December.  You may be wondering whether or not there is still a 
need for a Family Promise network in our valley.  Are there still families in crisis in our val-
ley?  
 Since the beginning of the current school year through about mid-February, the 
Clarkston School District reported 214 homeless children in the district.  The Lewiston 
School District reported 72, up from the previous school year.  Some of the children are dou-
bled up with other families or living in motels.  Some of the families are probably homeless 
due to drug or criminal activity and wouldn’t pass our IHN screening process.  But the YWCA 
shelter, with a more lenient screening process hasn’t been full, either.  Since the beginning 
of January many families have made appointments to find out about our network.  Most have 
not kept their appointments.  What are they doing instead? 
 
 Beginning in August, 2009, through the federal government American Recovery Act 
stimulus efforts, Region II will receive $449,844 over a three year period of time to combat 
homelessness.  New Bridges Community Church is overseeing the distribution of $292,942 
in funds for Nez Perce, Idaho, Clearwater and Lewis Counties, while Sojourners’ Alliance in 
Moscow is overseeing the $156,902 for Latah County.  60% of these funds must be ex-
pended within the first two years, having begun in August, 2009. 
 
 New Bridges had served approximately 33 households with this funding (89 people) 
as of December 31, 2009, the end of the most recent reporting period.  As of mid-February, 
their numbers are a little higher; the estimate being closer to 42 households.  The money 
may be used to subsidize rent for families and singles for a six month term.  Assistance is 
capped at up to $2,000 per single person and $3,000 per family. The funds may also be 
used to pay for motel/hotel vouchers, storage costs, utilities, arrears rent, and moving costs.  
New Bridges had spent a little over 50% of the first-year funds within four months of receiv-
ing the grant. 
 
 In Asotin County, Quality Behavioral Health was awarded $94,000 for 2009 and has 
divided it out quarterly.  Families or individuals are chosen by greatest need.  A person does 
not have to be a client of QBH to receive this assistance, but does need to be an Asotin 
County resident.  The household income must be at or below 150% of the Washington me-
dian income.  There is a 90-day re-evaluation for participants and they may receive assis-
tance for up to nine months. 
 
 The availability of the government funds will have a great short-term impact on fam-
ily homelessness in the Lewis-Clark valley.  Many families will be able to stay in their homes 
in the face of a crisis.  Others without housing will have the funds to be able to find housing.  
These are the families who usually turn to our Interfaith Hospitality Network for help during 
their crisis and transition time.  Although the families are receiving financial aid, they are not 
receiving the counseling and education the Family Promise IHN provides, which gives them 
the tools to prevent homelessness in the future. 
 
 The mission of Family Promise® of Lewis Clark Valley is to work with other local 
agencies and faith communities to empower families to become self-sufficient and independ-
ent.  The government money has helped families with housing so they haven’t needed to 
use our network.  But when the money is gone, there will still be families who will need our 
services.  We are working to find how best to use our resources in the interim. 
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Our Mission: 
 
We, the Family Promise® of 
Lewis Clark Valley, purpose 
to partner together with local 
community agencies and our 
faith community to provide 
positive solutions for families 
in crisis in our community. 
This will be done in such a 
way as to empower families 
to become self-sufficient and 
independent. 
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Fundraising 
 
 At the Golden Throne game, January 29th, FPLCV 
was awarded $2000 by the Lewiston/Clarkston students.  
Thanks! 
 The Applebee’s breakfast January 30, was a great 
success.  A net income of $581.76 was raised through 
128 breakfasts served, plus $1209.25 more was gener-
ated in donations so far, totaling $1791.01. 
 Thank you to all who generously donated.  Thanks to 
Applebee’s for providing the opportunity to raise funds.  
And, thank you all the student volunteers who served and 
washed dishes at the breakfast.  We are considering this 
as a fundraiser a couple of times each year.  Applebee’s 
makes it a relatively easy way to raise money and every-
one needs breakfast! 

Day Center Update 
 
 We have taken advantage of our 
empty house to complete many pro-
jects around the day center. 
 The installation of new lights in the 
basement room completed that project.  The room is 
warmer and brighter and looks comfortable and inviting.   
Orangey cushioned chairs and black and orange area 
rugs were donated, helping dispel basement gloom. 
 Lighting on the side and back of the building has 
been installed.  The new front porch is nearing comple-
tion.  The concrete and railings are complete.  Only a roof 
over the porch is yet to be installed when the weather 
improves.  Thanks to our volunteers who worked on all of 
these projects. 
 We are in the bidding process for the bathroom down-
stairs.  Bob Roberts has offered to break up the concrete 
floor where a hole is needed for plumbing which will save 
a lot of money for us.  We look forward to the use of two 
bathrooms when the network is again full of guests. 

Employer Matching Opportunities 
 
 As a 501(c)(3) organization, Family Promise® of 
Lewis Clark Valley is eligible for many matching gifts pro-
grams.  Follow these simple steps to participate: 
 

¶ Check with your Human Resources department to 
see if your company has a matching gift program. 

¶ Provide your company with a copy of our tax ID num-
ber:  #20-4252267. 

 

 Locally, ATK, Regence, Costco and others have a 
matching gift program.  See if your employer will help 
your donation dollars go even farther to support FPLCV. 

2009 Annual Report 
 
Food & Shelter 
 During 2009, Family Promise® of 
Lewis Clark Valley served 12 families, 
including 26 children; 13 of whom 
were under age five.  FPLCV pro-
vided 2209 bed-nights of lodging and 
served 6604 meals through our host 
and team congregations.  Guests 
were housed in community churches 
at night and had use of the day center 
during the day.  Case management 
was done on site at the day center to 
assist our guests with finding hous-
ing, accessing services to secure em-
ployment, child care, etc. 
 
Case Manager 
 In the month of August, we were 
able to add a part-time case manager 
to our staff.  Sharon Waterhouse has 
proven to be a great addition to our 
team.  She has ten years of experi-
ence working in the school district 
which has equipped her with re-
sources now being used to directly 
serve our guests. 
 

AmeriCorps Volunteer 
 Our AmeriCorps volunteer 
worked on volunteer records, helped 
guests with life skills and employment 
preparations and answered needs as 
they came up. 
 
Volunteers 
 Family Promise is blessed to 
have hundreds of volunteers from 
throughout the LC Valley who donate 
their time and talents to make this 
program work.  Our volunteers logged 
more than 19,000 hours of donated 
time in 2009. 
 
Financial Report 
 FPLCV is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion.  Our fiscal year is July-June. 
 The following are equivalents for 
services provided by in-kind dona-
tions in 2009 given by individuals and 
faith communities: 

*Dollar value of a Volunteer Hour according to 
the Independent Sector, independentsector.org 

 A copy of the complete annual 
report and copies of the most recent 
financial review, monthly financial 
reports, by-laws, policies, and 
monthly minutes of the board of trus-
tees are available for viewing at the 
day center office. 

Strategic Planning 
 

 After one and one-half years operating the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, FPLCV has scheduled a look to the 
future.  A strategic planning session is planned for Febru-
ary 19 and 20. 
 Watch for a report on results of the planning session 
in the next newsletter. 

Balance Sheet    Dec. 31, 2009    

ASSETS      

 Current Assets     

  Checking/Savings  30,799.72  

  Pledges Receivable  1,097.00  

  Other Current Assets  2,314.32  

 Total Current Assets    34,211.04 

 Fixed Assets    21,446.17 

 Other Assets    400.00 

TOTAL ASSETS     56,057.21 

  

LIABILITIES & EQUITY     

 Current Liabilities    

  Accounts Payable   2,067.05  

  
Other Current 
Liabilities   1,747.07  

 Total Current Liabilities  3,814.12 

 Equity    52,243.09 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 56,057.21 

Lodging ($25/night) $55,225 

Meals ($5/meal) $33,020 

Volunteer hours (*$15.24/hour) $289,560 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 I am proud of all the successes achieved through our network last year.  Thank you for helping 
us move forward as we worked to realize the promise of at-risk families in our community. 
 
 There is a saying often used by Dave Ramsey, founder of financial Peace University that states, 
If you live like no one else, later you get to live like no one else.ò  I have often found myself quoting this to 
the families that have come through our doors in an attempt to encourage them through a time of strug-
gle. 
 
 I think of the single mother, new to our state, whose housing arrangements did not work out and 
was faced with the urgent need to move.  Through our services, she was able to settle in, meet new 
friends, and acquire a self-sustaining job that she enjoys.  And I also remember the large family who 
struggled in more ways than one for many years who, after being our guests, stated in their own words, 
ñPoverty to me is a state of mind...now Iôve got a job, pay my bills and have a place to live, and I get to 
see my five kids grow up.  Iôm wealthy as you can get.  I canôt express how good it is.ò  I could not have 
said it better myself. 
 
As I think on these highlights, I am quickly reminded that this is no easy task.  Without the faithfulness 
and generosity of all who volunteer their time, this whole task would not be fulfilled.  Especially in our eco-
nomic times, I am heartened by the many individuals who have dug deeper into their pockets to help sus-
tain our commitment to families in crisis.  To all of you I extend my sincerest thanks. 
 
 Let’s press on and encourage families to live like no one else by serving them through hospitality.  
It is by sowing seeds of compassion that we see great fruit. 
 
Thank you all so much. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Ron Ramos 
 Executive Director 
 
 

Family Promise® of Lewis Clark Valley is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, Federal Tax ID #20-4252267. 

 

I want to help provide an opportunity for a family to get back on their feet. 

Ǐ Iõm sending my contribution today. 

      I wish to give a contribution of $___________. 
My check is enclosed, payable to Family Promise® of Lewis Clark Valley. 

 
 
 

Ǐ I pledge to contributeéǏ $15    Ǐ $25    Ǐ $50    Ǐ $100    Ǐ $____________ 

 
(monthly)   (bi-monthly)   (quarterly)   (yearly)   totaling $__________________ per year. 
 

 

 _______________     ________________     _____________________________________    ________________________        
 Beginning date            Ending date                 Signature               Date 

I Want to Help! Keep this donation receipt as a reminder 
of your gift. 

Date______________________ 
 

Gift Amount $_______________  
Thank You! 

Family Promise® of Lewis Clark Valley is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 

Federal Tax ID #20-4252267. 



 

 

  
  

 
Coming Events--mark your calendar! 
 
 
¶ February 19, 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM and February 20, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM.  Strategic Planning meetings. 

  
¶ February 24, 3:30 PM, Episcopal Church.  Planning meeting for the progressive dinner. 
 

¶ April 16, 2010 (tentative).  FPLCV progressive dinner.  Details are still in the works, so check the website for details 
and watch for ticket sales.  The website is:  www.familypromiselc.org 

 

If you no longer wish to receive our news-
letter, please return your address label in 
the enclosed envelope, or email us at: 
office@familypromiselc.org 
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IHN Host and Team Churches 
 

Community of Christ Church 
Congregational Presbyterian Church 

Episcopal Church of the Nativity 
First Baptist Church, Lewiston 

First Christian Church of Clarkston 
First Church of God 

First Church of the Nazarene 
First Presbyterian Church 

First United Methodist Church 
Good News Fellowship SDA 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Lewis-Clark Catholic Community 
New Bridges Community Church 

River City Church 
Shekinah Christian Community 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Valley Christian Center 
Warner Alliance Church 

Wesleyan Church 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Needs and Requests 

 

¶ ñEmergencyò Team Churches.  Sometimes life gets in the way and a team church is unable to serve during their 
scheduled time.  We could use some on-call fill in team churches to occasionally help fill in the gap. 

¶ Board of Trustees.  We have room for more members on the board.  If you are interested in directing the future of 
FPLCV please consider a board position.  Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the day center. 

 

Call the Family Promise office, 798-3349, for more information. 

Honorariums and Memorials 
 
 Family Promise® of Lewis Clark Valley is grateful for all the gifts that are 
meant to personally remember and honor the life and memory of a friend or 
loved one. 
 
 Your gift not only pays tribute to that person's accomplishments, it helps 
provide valuable funding for programs and services offered to the needy of 
our community through our efforts.  Please consider giving in honor and/or in 
memory of those you love the most by indicating “in memory/honor of…” on 
your gift. 
 
 
November, 2009 through January, 2010: 
 
Received from: 
Dean & Colleen Mahoney……..…………in honor of Anita Rognas’s birthday. 
Loren & Toni Kraut…………….….….in honor of Msgr. Andrew Schumacher. 


